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REMARK S 

In reply to the Office Action of November 21, 2005, applicant submits the following 
remarks. Claims 1 and 13 have been amended. Claims 25-26 have been added No new matter 
has been added by way of this amendment. Claims 1-26 are now pending after entry of this 
amendment. Applicant respectfully requests entry of the amendments and reconsideration in 
view of the foregoing amendments and these remarks. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) 

The Examiner rejected claims 1 -4, 6-8, 10-16, 18-20, and 22-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being obvious over MapSoft Impress Pro Ver. 2.1 User's Manual ("MapSoft"). 

The Examiner rejected claims 5, 9, 17 and 21 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious 
over MapSoft in view of US. Patent No. 6,721,921 to Altman ("Altman"). 

Amended claim 1 is directed towards applying an annotation to an electronic document, 
where the annotation is modifiable by any user according to rights or permissions after it is 
applied to the electronic document. MapSoft fails to disclose an annotation that is modifiable 
according to rights or permissions after it is applied to the electronic document; at no point does 
MapSoft discuss any sort of rights or permissions. Further, MapSoft teaches away from a 
annotation modifiable by any user. Mapsoft states that "[o]nce an impression has been 
stamped on a file and that file has been saved, you cannot remove that impression. It is 
permanently embedded within your file." (Pg, 9, emphasis in original) Although MapSoft 
discloses a "Quick Undo" feature, this feature only works in conjunction with the "Quick Apply" 
feature, and cannot be used outside of the current session of Impress Pro. (Pg. 14) This limits the 
functionality of "Quick Undo" to a single user. 

Applicant respectfully submits that amended claim 1, as well as claims 2-12, which 
depend from claim 1, are in condition for allowance. Amended claim 13 has limitations 
corresponding to those of amended claim 1. Therefore, for at least the same reasons set forth 
above with respect to amended claim 1, amended claim 13, as well as claims 14-24, which 
depend from amended claim 6, are in condition for allowance. 
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New claim 25 is directed towards receiving in an electronic document application a 
request to apply an annotation to an electronic document, and in response to the request, 
accessing an annotation template for the requested annotation, the annotation template having 
associated instructions to retrieve a serial number from a centralized database, the centralized 
database accessible to multiple users. The instruction to retrieve a unique serial number from the 
centralized database are executed, and the annotation instance to the electronic document is 
applied, the annotation instance having an appearance defined by the annotation template and 
including the unique serial number. 

Although MapSoft discloses page numbering and Bates page numbering (see. e.g.» pg. 
77), MapSoft does not disclose retrieving a serial number from a centralized database, where the 
centralized database is accessible to multiple users. Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits 
that new claim 25, as well as claim 26, which depends from claim 25, are in condition for 
allowance. 

Please apply the $100.00 excess claim fees, as well as any other charges or credits, to 
deposit account 06-1050. 
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